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possession of the truth. All believers and all judges must be
dogmatic, or give up the law they live by.

Any school of thought, in philosophy or religion, creates a
dogma: a professed skeptic is a dogmatist, if he denies abso-
lutely the possibility of absolute knowledge. So it is in litera-
ture. We are apt to associate dogmatism with Classicism, be-
cause of the trenchant manner in which classical rules were
proclaimed and enforced. This does not tell the whole truth.
Curiously, the great masters of classical doctrine were very far
from rigid dogmatism. Aristotle had a scientific mind; he en-
quired rather than taught. Horace was a man of the world,
who, in a rambling familiar Epistle, gave many shrewd bits of
practical advice. Longinus On the Sublime, if he could be clas-
sified at all, would be a romanticist; the Classicism of Boileau
is a reasonable compromise. On the other hand, there is a
manifest romantic dogmatism, with all the appurtenances of a
literary church: fundamental beliefs, traditions, authorities;
and, in the name of romantic orthodoxy, men did not hesitate
to damn or praise. There is an even stricter realistic dog-
matism, before whose implacable judgment seat all romantic
works were tried and found guilty. And every minor school,
down to the most ephemeral clique, sets up a little court of
justice: secret tribunals are reputed to be the most pitiless, and
esoteric law is the most rigid of all.

Scientific criticism is but an expert witness; it reports on
questions of fact, but should not presume to judge. To judge is
on the contrary the essential function of dogmatic criticism,
and the source of its undeniable appeal. In the aimless flow of
dissolving appearances, it is a great relief to discern here and
there certain fixed points; and to hear, over the confused hub-
bub of the multitude, voices which speak in tones sharp and
assured. A critical dogma requires a system of thought: even
when we cannot accept it, it throws a welcome challenge to our
reasoning power. If the system be truly a system, it constitutes
an intelligible language, which, if we choose, we can translate
into our own idiom. So the most profitable and also the most